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Puipose of Inspection

The purpose of the inspection Was to conduct-andrispection at Summit, Inc. (Spmmit) located at
6901 West Chicago Avenus, Giry, Indiana 46406, to determine whether Summit generates
and/or handles hazardous waste and it compliance with cerfain provisions of the Resource
Conservafion and Retovety Act (RCRA), specifically those regulations related to the
sanagemeént of hazardous waste. This was an dofiotinced inspection. On April 1,20
approximately 3:00pri, CDT, T called Summit and stated that U.S. EPA was pianmng ta visit the
facility on April 2 , and 1equested that the owrer and/or general manager be present to
agsist us with ouf inspeetion. The Indiana Depariment 6f Environmental Quality (IDEM) was

notified of this:inspection‘'on March 1, 2008. Rosemary Cantwell and Dorél Huntrepresented
IDEM in this inspection.

Participants:

Spiros Bonrgikos, U.S. EPA, RCRA Inspector

Sue Rodenbeck Brauer, U.S. BPA, RCRA Used Oil Expert

Ken Zolnierczyk, U.5. EPA, Pesticj.desf[‘ oxics Compliance Section
Rosemary Cantwéll, IDEM

Dorel Hunt, IDEM

Peter Coulopoulos, Sumiit
David 8. Green, ATC Associates, Inc.

Inspection Pre-meeting:

Prior to the inspection, represeatatives of the UiS- EPA and IDEM held a_pre—mspactmn meeling
-at the Hightand, Indiana, Fire Station to discuss the mspectmn dgenda. W

Highland Indiana, Fire Chief was present at the meeting-and gave us a brlef Instca“y of {he
Summit site.

Opening. Conference:

On April 2, 2008, we arrived at’ Summlt at'approximately 10:00.am, driving in two separate
vehicles. Mr. Coulopolos, the Swner of Summit, arrived at the same time and greeted us as we
exited our vehicles. Mr, Green atfived a few minutes later. Mr: Coult:Jpoulos escorted s into his
office where we introdiced ouiselves and presented our enforcement credentials. At thispoint,
Texplained the purpose of our visit and T gave Mr. Coulopoulos the Small Business Resources
‘information sheet. 1also provided Mr. Coulopoulos a copy of the promotional brochure fitled,

“Strengthemng Inchana 5 ECOIlOImC Dcve:lopm@m by Promotmg CIean_Mmmfactunu 1g
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since 1994 and has worked with Indiana manufaciures to reduce operating costs and Improve
efficiency.

Plant Deseription/Background

Summit is an automobile salvage yard, The site includes appmmmately 40 acres borderad by,
Chicago Avenue to the North, Industrial Highway to the Northeast afid the Gary Au-port ta'the
Southeast. Mr. Counlopoulos owns Summit and part of the land. Currently he is the process of
purchasing the remaining land from his father. According to Mr. Coulopoulos, hig father started
the business in the early 1970s. He started working there right out of college and piirchased the
business in 2002. Swmmit employees 68 people and is open 5 days a week, 8.5 hours per day. It
is-also open some Saturdays for just a few hours. Summit deals in obsolete scrap versus
industrial scrap’. Summit receives approximately 100.cars per day and ferrous scrap delivered by
street collectors. At the site, Summit uses two crushers to erash the cars before it sends theim to
be shredded at either Metal Management Midwest, Inc., or General Iron. According to Mr.
Coulopoulos, crushing enables Summit to load 16 cass on a flat bed trailer versus 9 non-crashed.
According to M. Coulopoulos, before crushing, Summit removes the car catalytic convertors
altérnators and starters, drains any gasoline from the cars, removes the car battery and the
meféury switches. Car fluids such as engine and transmission oil and radiator antifieeze are not
removed prior to crushing. According to Mr. Coutopoulos, it is Very labor intensive to take out
the oil pan, open up the transmiission and empty the radiator. Mr. Coulopoulos also stated that
pumping out engine oil is difficult, especially in the winter because of the high viscosity of the
oil.

Summit c}oeﬁ; not use any-degreasing equipment. -

On Site Observations:.

We started the facility tolir by walking east along Chicago Aventie. The first building we
encountered was the scaléﬁ'}i{)tls'e_._ The scale house is a two story structure where street collectors
weigh their Iozids On the ground level of this building Summit conducts some vehicle

inaintenance”. 'We walked throngh this maintenance area and'did not observe any hazardous
‘Toaterials.

- East of the scale house along Industrial Highway there is a large cement pad. On this pad,

Surmnmit has two car crushers ‘and a three sided shed where gasoline is drained before the cars are
crushed. Cars are stacked two high in the crusher (see Photograph No. 1). The crusher is
equipped with a collection pan that collects the car fluids while the cais are crushed and draing
into-a five gallon bucket (see Photograph No. 2). For a detail description of the Summit crushing
operations and its management of the oil generated by the crushing of cars, please see Sue
PBraver’s April 11,2008 inspection report (Attachment 2).

! Industrial scrap according fo'Mi. Coutopoulos is “clean scrap”, i.e., never painted.
_ *Summmit farms out most of its equipment maintenance.
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Once crushed, cafs are placed in a metal pan ixfhere.:ﬂui:&s are drained farther (see Photograph
Nos. 3 and 4).

Further down the pad, next to the shed, I'obssrv""ci aplastic tote (see Photograph Nos 5 and 6)
full of ear batteries. The batteries closeto the top of th tote seemed to be intact. However, the
tate was one third full with Some type 6 ( _oulop oulos conld not-say with any degree
of certainty whether the liquid ingide the tolé:was water of battery flutd. Aceording to M.
Coulopgulos the tote is supplied by T&S Trading, Inc. (T&S). T T&S pleS tip ihe tote with the
‘hatteries at the enid of each shift and leaves one new tote behind. Back:at the office aftér the
conclusion of the facility tour T requested the T&S invoices for 2008.

Next tothe tote there were two five gallon tn-magked buckets that contained mercury switches
{see Photograph No 7). '

Further southeast, along Industrial Highway and adjacent to the second crusher (see Photograph
10. 8), thers was a second fote that contained car batteries (see Photo graph No. 9). This tote did
ot contaiii any free lighid. However, the tote had what seemed to be a two inch opening at the -
bottom:of it {ses Photog*aph No. 10). Adjacent to this tote, more batterics were stored in the

bacleof 4 pickup truck. At leastiwo of the battetics appeared to be broken (see Photogragh

Crushed cars.are stored six high on'wooden pallets,. The U.S. EPA and TDEM inspectors walked
south between stacks of cars with Mr. Coulcpoulos and My. Green. The woodeil pallets seemed

to besaturated with oil. There were also oil drips v1s1b1é on the muddy surface bélow the
wooden pallets (see Photograph Nos, 12 and 13),

Tuither south, we visited an area where Summit stores semi-trailers. According to Mr.
Cotilopoulos, the semis are dismantled mamually as time dllows.

Next, Mr. Coulopoulos took 11§ to a property south of Summit, which according to'him is-now
owned by the city of Gaty where tarry tank bottoms have beéen disposed (see Photograph Nos, 14
nad 15). M. Coulopoilos complained that nothing is being done to clean this area. He also
stated that Gary plans-to capthe contaminated aréa and expand the Gary Ajrport mnway. Mr.
Coulopoulos stated that he has been in contict with Steve Faryan of the U. S. EPA, Region 5,
‘Supefund Division concerning this issue. Hecomplained ihat not ever_ybody is fegulated equally.

Coming back into the Smmimit propéity, we walked by the baler (se¢ Photogtaph No 16). This
area is where scrap delivered by streét collectors is sorted and! Nalking through this area,
we observed-at Jeast three hydranlic shears cuiting and sorfir see Phiotograph Nb. 17).

Closing Conference:

At the conclusion of the inspection, the inspectors provided a brief ¢losing confer_ence.r Ladvised
- Mz Conlopoulos to improve the storage of car batteries. Twas especially concerned with the tote
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with the two inch opening. Mr. Caunlopoulos stated that he could place the totes inside a containment
© pan..

Attachments:

Attachinent 1: Photograph Log
Attachiment 2::Sne Brauer’s April 11, 2008 Inspection réport.
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